William Carey College 
i.-O. Box 405 

Hattiesburg Mississippi 10401 
December 4, 1Q70 


'Dear Hal, 


I still feel so badly about what happened . Washington is 
a terrible place to "et stuck, especially in the winter. All 
the way home on the train I kemt thinking about it (whet you 
sn id about being patient, etc. got to me), end I have decided 
if there is any way humanly possible whether I can at ford it or 
not I will come back in December instead of February. I’ll let 
you know definitely next week, so wait till you hear from me . 
before writing back. We need very much to see each other spa. in 
as soon as possiole ; the stuff you mentioned about tne Panthers 
and Toledano, l’reen, etc. is intriguing. I can heir there, T 
know. I had intended to wait to talk this over with you but due 
to the time "actor I'll tell you now that I worked on Treen's 
campaign staff and trust you'll wait until we can get together 
for discussion, as it reouires considerable explanation. Over 
six years ago , I worked with the Gold water campaign for a two — 
party system in Louisiana, which was fairly successful. After 
the campaign I stayed acouainted with the organization fhi.cn 
held r ei c U iar meetings under the title "Louisiana Conservative 
Union". But the more time that went by the more I began totalize 
that these people were more ant i —American than patriotic , -.ant 
-the goals to which they aspired bordered on neo-fa seism. I did 
not know Treen var r '"ell , but i do know his organisation, and 
you a re ri'ht in saying they are extreme, very a.nt i— blacky ca.sc is t 
'(some d ronoed out wh en George Va.lla.ee announced his third party 
candidacy, and others whan Gold water said he would enforce the 
1 Q 64 civil Rights act and that he was not a. segregationist ) . I'll 
tell you all the rest of this when we net together. But . I am sure 
I ca ; find ott whatever you want about them. And regard in*’ freen, 

X Shi nk. you grp i ti your (S elinea tion of nim$ ultbou- h he i° 

not" a KuKluxer himself , he did nothing to discourage Klan support, 
end they gave him plenty, including Kent Courtney (oi "Let freedom 
Ring" ) end others . ^ Anyway , we'll talk all this out soon. 

As you know by now, I did not leave the Brinwuier tape for 
you with Pens terwald and them. What you said on the phone confused 
me so I took it back with me and will make an exact duplicate to 
send up there to' you, and i p they ask me any more aoout i i -> I 11 
just tell them I gave it to you and you decide what to release 
to them, okay? ' 
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ix. that's the best vny because, 
as off— guard as possible I tried 
, „ux, u jl.s, as you also suggested , 
before , as you know, but this time I 


I thin 
catch G.B. 

" level 11 , which 
wrong .. . 

pot someth in He answered all the Question 
him, some he dodged (e.g. the second ament. 


as you suggested , to 
to talk /to him on his 
fascist 1? I have been 
think we've really 
you have me to ask 
he told a deliberate 


lie about), but 


others he ma.de significant slice about, lor 


i. ns t r, nc e , you know in that Harris 


pamphlet he set the exact date 

of finding out about the camps at August 3, two days before Oswald 
came into his store. On my tare he says it w^s a week or so beiore 
You, of course , know the significance of that, and you may fi’n-d 
other thinrs I didn't catch. His indefiniteness about the date is 


another contrivance I'm sure, because 


he has an excellent memory 


for dates, including insignificant items. His off-mike conversations 
were also Quite interesting, not about the assassination (I was 
very careful to ret every thing on that subject on tare) but on other 
matters, and I'll tell you all about them when I ..see you. 


I'll get a copy of 
Unfortunately right now 
explain later) and most 
ivyr (wtiidt 1 -heic wrfii #*e) etr e ntw at my Houf 

' ^ rtlr ^ ^ 4- r\ *v»' in’ < 


thi; 

the 

all 

:ton 


5 an to you as fast as possible, 
tape (due to another foul-up I'll 
of my files from working for Garrison and 
office but I'll be down there this 


weekend. Otherwise I'd enclose it 


right here. 


fou awe so right in calling him a packrat. I 
the world's title as the number one string saver, but 
second fiddle to Bringuier. He has an attic above his 
111 Decatur (right next door to where Oswald came; he 
moved), and he guards it with his life. I am sure the 
it rival Pandora's box. He gave me a few conies of his 
and I'll send you photostats next week, but I'm sure 
compared to whatever else is up tnere. 
and Pul gene io Batista, would be allowed 


thought I held 

I play a low 
store at 
has since 
contents of 
literature , 
this is mild 
I'ra sure only his wile 
yp there, though. 


One thing worth mentioning, and maybe we need to s is cuss tnis , 
but I did not' detect the adversity you hinted at between _ Brineuier 
and his brother-in-law, and Bringuier and Butler. Bringuier 
introduced us to his brother-in-law , Roland o ielaez, and tne l<--t 
did not seem to mind the feet that C.B. seems to run the show. 
Bringuier left with us and went in our car to his no use at 
501 pel mar in Gretna, across the Hi^s. river. He seems to come 
and r-Q o-fc will, and that seemed fine with Ielaez. I'cey seem oO 
-Pt along beautifully, at least now. Ifaybe there was something 
more to it than you mentioned. Also, we were wearing buttons 


which Butler puts out which say, " 
Harvey Oswald' ".(I'll send you ope 
like.) Any wav . he asked us for one 


ji? 


us 


’■,/ * 
■'here we 


' Yes , I am 

for your 
which we 




i 


, ...arxism , 
collection i 

gave him. an 


1 e e 
” y o u ' 
' h G 


rot them. I told him we got i.n.ei 


-om Hd Butler; 
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I wr s a little apprehensive in that. But he acted like it was fine, 
although th °y evidently have not been in touch for a lon*~ time 
since he knew nothing about Butler's 'inuame mov eraent and had never 
seen these buttons or the bumpers tickers before. M e,. also rave him 
two bumpers tickers which had the Oswald quote, and A a pix of Castro 
with the inscription "Hitler Is Alive And Well In Havana" . ) Before 
we went down there, I put these on the back of m.y^ car window, for 
his benefit . We really did everything riant. Rene and Salved ore 
are both natives of .HI Salvador, Central Ameri ca , and tneir native 
tongue is Spanish. We really rained his confidence that way , although 
they know nothing about the case, and I was afraid they mi lit blow 
it hr m e. No problem, thouvh. In •fact , they really rot him to open 
up about Castro and the revolution, etc. Interesting stuff. 


Ho - '■ ."id he only knows Brinruier vaguely, and his orinim 

seems to oe mine, although he too is of toe same political orientation. 
I think that's wViv th *»v nicked him, and because of his excellent 
contacts. This is- what he told me and T sa id this to you over toe 
phone but T don't know if T made it understood. He told me that 
the first time anyone ever talks"- to him at all about the assassins, tin 
was when Carr is on ' s men came to him, before the case wa s public. 

This shocked me, because I had understood otherwise. So this at 
least explains why this is not in the Warren Commission files, out 
I realize it seems like a contradiction in my previous letter. 

Actually, the first letter I wrote you about him was based on our 
conversation. The second wa s based on my interpretation of the same 


talk. But I was spina by the story in your book, which he said was 
incorrect . (T assume you act that -from the papers . ) The 1 00 hours 
the F.B.T., C.T.A., and Secret Service spent questioning him was 
e fter Garrison ' s men came to him. He said tney a.sked him i he had 
had 'a man by the name of Sergio A. r cache Smith working for him. He 
answered yes. "They were interested in him " h° "aid , "f or stealing 
those blimr bombs "from Schlumberger in Houma" 


Co he gave them his 


employment record Pile, with a photo "and you'd have thouaiit I'd 
invented some new kind of salvation. Th en after tna.t it was .just a 
-ula r Tie ra d e , and th°v all wanted. that sa — e file. And I just told 




em — I d on 


t have it: Jim Harrison has it. Then after that , 


so me bo dr c 01 ™ out with the story that Oswald had been, in my ox i ice 
MMIMMMMMSISIMMMMMIfll It's altogether possible, but I don't remember 
the sono fab itch." He said that at that time, he was working in the 
Cirali Building, and he was also working part-time for some company 
(I didn't understand the name, but I think it was connected with 
iViichoud ) and he was in charge of getting dra/rt deferments a. or 


thnso voun- 


and he th ink 


but there were so n°ny 
•r a rl 1 op, I asked h i m i • 
talked to him and he w? 


ha 


Oswald mav have been one of those 
s - v a be really does not remember. 

-epni ^mb e red the names o the '* rests /SO 


annoy en 


Hell no, 


a r o' 


( H e 


not 


pa ci 


sa t 1 i k e B r i n r i x i e r t 


t :T 
i.nd 


b . 

ev c 


a. s so damn Iona 
n if he had any 
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record s of anyth inr he would Ipvp loot them in the hurricane, 
because he loot everythin 0 *, and what wa s left was hauled to the 
city dump by the Array Corps of Engineers . ) \nyw n /, he $?r> id that 
he had o^ranized several prominent civic leaders of few Orleans 
into a. "Crusade to Free Cuba Committee" , to raise money. But he 
said that when they would meet that the Cubans wouldn't worry 
about how they were coin™ to raise money, "they were just fi'‘htin cT 
over who ’d be kina when they wot back." Anyway, he rot tired of 
that, and the rroun folded. Then when Garrison' s men came to see 
him, he cooperated with them "because at that time I was extremely 
p.o.'d with Serrio because he had left me hoidinr the bar." He 
said Serrio had rone down to Miami (this was around 1 Q66 ) and they 
■were supposed to ~o down to Mexico City f or an account Arcadia had 
evidently lined up, "so I had the car all racked and when I °ot 
there — no Serrio. " You have no idea how funny this was to me. 

I used every ounce of strength to bold in a hure laurh ; if you 
knew Ronny better you'd know what I mean. Anyway, he was supremely 
hacked off with Arcacha, and , oh, I forrot this, Sergio hr d hoisted 
a car, accord inr to Ronny, then he corrected himself and said, well, 

I don't know if he heisted it, -nywry , he acquired it, and he had 
rotten mixed up with a rirl and that was the reason for roinr to 
Miami. Then later, he said , "I rot a card from him in Dallas , 
say inr he had suddenly found it necessary to leave town in a hurry, 
and vould I please forrive him and all that balopna. " Tt was some 
time after that (not very lonp: aft e^j that Garrison's men came up to 
see him. I asked him why skipped so fast . He looked at me 

sideways , "You don't know how the Y . B . T . operates do you?" TTo, I 
s^ri't. "hell, you sop, they don't employ anybody they can’t arrest . " 
At about this point, his lovely wife 'hat y interrupted to ask about 
what to ret at the rrocery store and Ronny told her we were talk inr 
about Arcacha . "Yeah , Jim, he w°s the nicest m°n, " she told me; "he 
was just a perfect rentleman, had excellent manners , and dressed real 
nice. " Ronny said , "That was what rot me about him; he had a lot of 
ruts for a ruy with soft hands. " He has no idea how important this 
is, and he shows remarks ole unconcern for the fact that the H. 3.1. 
reports on him are classified . I tried the save mrick on hirn that 
T used on Brin^uier and said my theory was that o.ltbourh. he had told 
them nothin.'- of value about the assassination, that they must have 
invest .i rated someth mr he said wmch md i eaten ne A wa s workmr x or 
Castro or connected with, the Communists in some way and that they 
suppressed it to avoid, an international incident. He interrupted me 
and said, "I don't think he knew who the hell he was work inr for. 

The. t was j us t the Problem; be was off his rocker. That's what Serrio 
told me. He said he v/a s nutty °s a fruitcake. " 

I rive you all this for your information, and anyth. inr else I 
can ret so that we can explore what a rea s need to be re-omened in 
the case. For the present , I think we've rotten all we're roinr to 
ret out of Ronny, until the case is re-opened . And T have some ideas 



for the invent ire tors ’/'ho interview him. First of all, sneak to 
him at the end of the flay when he's tirefl , preferably after dark, 
before o^ during fl inner. If nossible, they shoulfl tore him to a. 
very fine restaurant maybe in the Quarter, anfl , convincing him 
that it 1 '" all on the expense account (so he won't feel ruiity 
about ma kmna a. ho-" of himself) let him drink nlenty (preferably 
Bourbon, anfl let him ret relax efl ) , anfl just ask a few simple 
ouestions , then sit back anfl listen. It is very important that they 
be people in whom he has conf iflence (if his wife can be alone that 'fl 
be fine), I will gladly volunteer for this assignment, if no one 
else can, anfl perhaps you could be the other, depending on exactly 
how the case is re-ooenefl . But for the time being I think we should 
avoid pestering him a re in. 

I do have some "ood news regard inr get tiny the case re-opened . 
Like you, I have always favored an investigation by an appropriate 
committee of Congress . Bo •recently I contacted my Congressman, 
the Honorable Bill Oolmer , chairman of th® Rules Committee, anfl 
one the nicest men ever ma.de. He promptly answered my letter and. 
expressed some concern, and has agreed to see me. Unfortunately , 
when I was th ere his legislative assistant was not i n (as he nafl 
promised to be ) . The Conrressman had suggested we go to the 
judiciary and /or Internal Security committees . So, on my own , 

I walked blisters all over my feet , "nth some success . Bud 
Fenstorwelfl was of help anfl sincere, enthu -instnic enc ouragement . 

I met , first of all, with Mrs, Bess E. Dick, staff director, anfl 
Mr, Kenneth Ha rid ns , chief counsel for anti -trust, of the House 
Judiciary Committee. The discussion was considerably more serious 
and "tense 1 ' is not nuit e adenus te been use .it rn friendly , but 
extremely form*- 1 and without levity, which I am prone to inflect 
f reauently . They listened patiently as I told them that 1 had 
evidence of the existence of a subversive organisation (.wood 
b e.c inning's for the nurnose of violently overthrowing the United 
States government and instituting a complete change in domestic 
anfl foreign policy, anfl that it had axready accomplished, its 
nurnose partially; thus , I concluded, the leaders of government 
;;,-prp- and are— in danger; the President's liR'e, and the Com re osman ' 
own life hi iself fthe Honorable Emanuel Cellar, . They li 'tened 

with court esv and d efp^enoe , and when 1 we s finished explained the 
proeed ure necessary for a nrivate individual citizen to rp, quest 
a Oon"r=nsiorr 1 investigation. First, they said , everything must be 
reduced to writing, and documented with facts and evidence, not 
just innuendo or suspicious inference. Enclosed should be codes 
of all correspondence with the Justice Department to prove that 
their official position is that the case is close 1 . Then they will 
acknowledged receipt of this document, and. will read it and examine 
it carefully. If it merits attention in their opinion, the-a will 
ba.kn it to the Justice Department , ad if they get no cooperation, 
they will consider making an initial innui ry . All n ' c ‘ to is , o: r e curse 
is -nrinari Iv at The discretion the committee. 



J. '?! ' •• 

Opera t X op r 

0 " th e nl' 

1 nv e s t i 


v/-jth -s . •)"! d'-ker, on th° staff of the (rov^rnment 

0 omm j 1 1 e e (which I cons id erefl the House eounterra rt 
McCarthy commit tee ) . She se id thei T ‘ committee foes some 
on-, hut evidently just of .^ovcrrimsnta 1 efficiency , 


thet this met tex* would oe primarily und on tne jurt s i i otion 


o: 


int f 


sts of the two committees ho not 


J ud r c i e. rv , and the t th 

overlap. This of course is ho-wash, since everybody stems on eveybod 
else j us t in the elevators much less jurisdiction o f investigations , 
but she said it so emphatically that maybe we should be careful 
so as not to offend anyone. Anyway , on this particular committee, 

I think it looks less boneful than our ot ip- two oossibiliti.es, 

■fe?f yffc' i»ei**G* 

»cons ox mien is louse Internal Security, (incid enxally , 


Th e 



I v orbed strictly the House side since Fensterwald said h> 
vr o r*v inr- on the Senate side, mainly -James pastland of my state, 
and others .) I met with ,'r . Roba-vt Horne-, chief investigator, and 
fin. Neil V/ettermann, staff invest ia^ tor, and rave them copies of my 
files of correspond ence sho-’ina refusal of cooperation by tne 
Justice j) apartment . They rrramised. to read it all over ca.re !. ully , 
and expressed, interest, so X told Boo, and Bud kens t e rv r; x id , • x |: 
paid they would foll ow-up 




n.err 




it in a nutshell. Actually, the- 


much. , 


; o 


this but I can't act it all in a letter. I am aoina 


ret everyth in a together I can, and everybody possible to 


much, more 
to t r y t o 


^ _ _ w orb 

r) tr pa r in r this " brief" . T * 11 write out to Lop Anaeles R n • see 
j oa; n '- e t any ob ■- out th ere . ivorkin** on .it, and Skolnick up in 


on 

if 


/y'M' 1, / 


Chi car o hr 
think of. 
And we'll 


students . v/orbinv on it, 


s nd 


. s some 

Let me know of faur f eel inr -/hen you c°n 
c • r t; toa-ethcr -°S BOOX IS possible. 


whoever else I 
on this. 


can 


ur . * ' 


Oh, on the ?A Butler stuff, I’m still collecting every tn inr 
I can. ret. I know I haven't sent much, and I'm sure that can't be 
o.ll there is, because I understood they had a bi" s clash with 
commercialise tion of the assassination a few years back, as you 

A fri ®nd of mine went out there to SQUARE head ouarters , and 
me a vivid description. It's on V/roxton Avenue, just across 
itreet from u.C.L.i., and they really have nuite an operation, 


s a i n , 
rev e 
"h. o 


r»ostf 


levs rnd b uppers t ickers , and propaganda 


. or e • 


w ith 

they have a biy store, an 

ton to bottom end to end, some, he thou hi, about i<h 
and lots of proparanda . TJnf ortuuat ely , though (whicn is 


ae 


i s 


lonr one whole side wall are books from 

a s s a s s i na tion 
the hazard 


o : 


. 1 . 


i ns 


an 


onlv mildly interested trier 


nd ) h 1 


in a hurry, and 


every i, n mi 
Any way, he 


. o: 


C'^dTlO j 

take it this w- r 


• sale and. he didn't have out about two dollars . 

• ok with a satchel full of newspaper files, out 

• fv-orn his own personal collection, not x.rom 


-7- 


lutler. He. is. a native Central American and we sometimes have 
communications difficulties. Anyway, I'll sen" you copies os 
usual , next week when I " r rite you a fra in. //hen he aoes homo over 
tho hoi id ays , he is roinr to briny me back his exhaustive files 
on the assassination, mos , of it in burnish, but he will translate. 
Evi d entlv f-~om what I understand shortly after the assassination 
tnp foreign co-respondents who left rather auickly with wn?.u _ mo ; ena 
th °v hp* and, in fact, some who stayed over for the Oswald icixiin.- , 
managed to escape the clutches of the government with some vital 
information, when an embargo had been placed on almost il- 
dnta to domestic co-resrond ents. (see, e.^. lane's testimony 
at 2H42 top rare) T know you know far more about this matter 
than I but T state what I know in case you need to focus my 
und p-a t a n^ in r . Tn any cusp, I think Salve do-e may have some ot tnat 
smte-ial; T don't know. If T see anythin?* even remotely of value, 

I will, fif course, pass it alonr. 


And you'll hear fro 
next week, I am Pretty r 
definite by then. 


sarin toward the latter part of 
and I should know someth iny 


H ope this f i nd s y o u w ell. 



